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Prescription Drug Statistics
o In 2008, 350 opioid deaths in Ontario (does not include methadone, codeine or meperdine) that 

year 125 deaths by drowning and less than 350 deaths of drivers in motor vehicle collisions. 

(coroners Office)

o the OPP is reporting 276 fatal motor vehicle collisions (MVCs) on OPP-patrolled roads in 2016 

where 309 people were killed. By comparison, there were 262 fatal MVCs in 2015, killing 301 

people

o Ontario  had at least 412 people dying of  opioid overdoses in the first six months of  2016, 

compared with 371 in the same period of  2015

Year Codeine Fentanyl Heroin Hydromorphone Methadone Morphine Oxycodone Decedents

2010 26 86 32 31 77 72 174 420

2011 28 104 33 42 109 68 169 448

2012 35 116 40 65 94 84 146 475

2013 49 119 46 87 128 109 123 520

2014* 45 152 76 97 105 112 108 527



OSDUHS Survey 2017



Routes of Administration/ 

Addiction

Pharmacology of  addiction

Oral

Sublingual (grinding)

Inhalation (huffing, 

snorting etc)

Parenteral (IV )

All based on bioavailability



Paraphernalia for routes



Prescriptions explained

 For whom

 Drug

 Route of Admin

 Dose

 Dosing interval

 Doctor authorizing



Schedule 1 Opioids

 Natural-- Codeine and morphine- found on 

poppy plant

 Semisynthetic – hydromorphone, hydrocodone, 

oxycodone

 Synthetic- Methadone, Fentanyl



Schedule 1- Opioids 

 Codeine

There are numerous slang terms for purple 

drank, including sizzurp, lean, syrup, drank, 

barre, purple jelly, Texas tea, and Tsakani.

Cody, Cody, schoolboy; (with glutethimide) 

doors & fours, loads, pancakes and syrup



Pill Forms in Canada



Morphine

 Street Slang; M, Miss Emma, monkey, white stuff I I, III/injected, swallowed, 
smoked

 Morphine Equivalency – 200 mgs a day- new guidelines 90mgs



Hydromorphine

 Hydromorphone is used to relieve moderate to severe pain and severe, painful dry 
coughing. Hydromorphone displays superior solubility and speed of onset, a less 
troublesome side effect profile, and lower dependence liability as compared to 
morphine and diamorphine. It is thought to be 6–8 times stronger than morphine, but 
with a lower risk of dependency: known as Dilaudid; Vicodin, Lortab, Lorcet; Darvon, 
Darvocet juice, dillies snorted



Oxycodone



OxyContin vs OxyNeo



Generic OxyContin

 Apotex- same coloring as Purdue engraved “APO” on one side, “OCD” over “dosage’ on the other side 

(examples below)

 Teva- same coloring as Purdue engraved "N" on one side and “dosage" on the other side

 Pharma science Inc.- same coloring as Purdue engraved with “P” letter on one side and “dosage” on the 

other side

 Sandoz Canada Inc.- same coloring as Purdue tablets without embossment

 Laboratoire Riva Inc.- same coloring as Purdue tablets debossed with "P" letter on one side and “dosage" 

on the other side

 Cobalt Pharmaceuticals Company- same coloring as Purdue tablets engraved with “OXY “ over “CR” on 

one side and “W dosage” on the other side.

 Street Price- 1.00 to 2.00 mg

 Street Slang- crushable/crushies/ old school/ old oxy



Fentanyl

 Street Slang- Actiq, Duragesic, Sublimaze; Apache, China girl, China white, dance fever, 

friend, goodfella, II/injected, smoked, snorted

 Fent- Fentanyl Transdermal Patch various microgram doses

 Sticky- Fentanyl Transdermal Patch various microgram doses

 Sticker - Fentanyl Transdermal Patch various microgram doses

 Patch- Fentanyl Transdermal Patch various microgram doses



Fentanyl Patches



Bill 33- Safeguarding the community- Patch for Patch 

legislation 

 On December 7, 2015 Private Members’ Bill 33, safeguarding our communities Act (Fentanyl Patch for Patch 

return Policy) passed third reading and received royal assent on the 10th of December. 

 The new law will increase frontline investigation of fraud related offences. However the law should assist with 

overall harm reduction related to the use and misuse of Fentanyl which should translate into a reduction in 

calls for service for related crimes and incident of self-harm that task frontline resources. 

 Investigators who find individuals that contravene the provisions of the bill, that would most likely consider a 

fraud or uttering a forged document investigation based under sections 380 and 368 (1) the Criminal Code of 

Canada.

 October 1st, 2016



Counterfeit Fentanyl Patches

 Patch for patch returns



Fentanyl Powder

 white, crystallized powder substance with no odour.  The powder will take on the 

smell of the product that it is mixed with (i.e. cocaine).   A small amount could be 

considered lethal (2 micrograms). 

Cocaine- Over the course of 30 hours in Durham regional, Ontario, four people 

became unresponsive after snorting powdered cocaine,  mixed with fentanyl.  

Heroin- 3 people unresponsive after heroin cut with fentanyl in January 2016



Counterfeit OxyContin/ prescription 

tablets

 The pills resemble oxycodone tablets. Some are green and stamped with “CDN” on 

one side and the number 80 on the other. Street slang as “green monsters” or “green 

beans” in eastern Canada and “green jellies” or “street oxy” in Western Canada. 

 Other examples- percocet- xanax- oxycodone hydrocholride



Find the Fentanyl



Synthetic Opioids

 Carfentanyl- Schedule 1 CDSA- analog 

fentanyl- 10,000 times as potent as morphine, 

100 times as potent as fentanyl



Synthetic Opioids

 Sufentanil (R30730, brand name Sufenta) 

analog of fentanyl- 5 to 10 times as powerful as 

fentanyl.  500 times as potent as morphine.



Synthetic Opioids

 MT-45 (IC-6)  0.8 potent as morphine opioid analgesic drug invented in the 

1970s by Dainippon Pharmaceutical Co.

 AH-7921 ) 0.8 potent as morphine opioid analgesic drug invented It was 

discovered in the 1970s by a team at Allen and Hanburys.

 U-47700 7.5 times potent as morphine opioid analgesic drug invented It was 

discovered in the 1970s by a team at Upjohn.

 U-77891 is an opioid analgesic drug that was first synthesized in 1983 by the 

Upjohn company.

 IC-26- is an analogue of the opioid analgesic methadone. Similarily potent.

 W-18 is a compound in a series of 32 substances (named W-1 to W-32) that 

were first synthesized in academic research on analgesic drug. W-18 was 

commonly reported to be an opioid in the popular press in the 2010s, which 

was later exposed as fiction.. W-18 was found to obtain weak activity at both 

sigma receptors and the translocator protein(peripheral benzodiazepine 

receptor).[

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/W-18#cite_note-Roth-9


Cannabis

 Cannabis is a genus of flowering plants that includes three putative varieties, Cannabis sativa,

Cannabis indica and Cannabis ruderalis.  These three  are indigenous to Central Asia, and South Asia.

Cannabis has long been used for fibre (hemp), for seed and seed oils, for medicinal purposes, and 

as a recreational drug. Industrial hemp products are made from Cannabis plants selected to 

produce an abundance of fiber. To satisfy the UN Narcotics Convention, some Cannabis strains 

have been bred to produce minimal levels of THC, the principal psychoactive constituent 

responsible for the "high" associated with marijuana. Marijuana consists of the dried flowers of 

Cannabis plants selectively bred to produce high levels of THC and other psychoactive 

cannabinoids. Various extracts including hashish and hash oil are also produced from the plant

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hemp


Bill 45 Marijuana Law

 Most well defined and studied  Cannabinoids (Sharkey)

 Δ9-tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) – associated with psychoactvity which is dose related (Sedation, Changes in 

Perception/Senses, Euphoria)

 Cannabidiol (CBD) – associated with anxiolytic, anti-emetic, analgesic properties with minimal psychoactvity

 C-45 - An Act respecting cannabis and to amend the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act, the Criminal Code 

and other Acts - Short Title - Cannabis Act 

 Given the complexities of the Act and the impact it will have on enforcement, resourcing, funding and training 

issues, there remain many unanswered questions. It is hoped that an extension of time will be carefully 

considered to allow for law enforcement officials to perform their roles in an effective, solution-oriented and 

responsible manner. 

 The CACP supports the goals of the act which is to protect youth, disrupt organized crime and to eliminate the 

criminalization of minor marijuana offences. To do this however, we need to ensure that everyone across all 

levels of government are well aligned in the implementation of the new regime. Additionally, police services 

must be fully apprised of the new regime with sufficient time to train their members and allocate sufficient 

resources. 



Cannabis and Mental Health

 Going from the occasional use of marijuana to weekly or daily use increases an adolescent’s risk of having recurrent psychotic-like experiences 

by 159 per cent, according to a new Montreal study.

 The study, published on Wednesday in the Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry, defines psychotic-like experiences as “experiences of 

perceptual aberration, ideas with unusual content and feelings of persecution.”

 “Although they may be infrequent and thus not problematic for the adolescent, when these experiences are reported continuously, year after 

year, then there’s an increased risk of a first psychotic episode or another psychiatric condition,” said the study’s lead author, Josiane Bourque, 

a doctoral student at Université de Montréal’s department of psychiatry.

 She said the “findings confirm that becoming a more regular marijuana user during adolescence is, indeed, associated with a risk of psychotic 

symptoms. This is a major public health concern for Canada.”

 The results are based on a cohort of about 4,000 adolescents aged 13 years old from 31 high schools in the Montreal area.



• ADHD medication 



Amphetamines



Ethylphenidate and 

Methylbenzylpiperazine

 Ethylphenidate reportedly and according to several studies, has 

higher affinity more euphoria, with a lot less jittery/side effects 

than methylphenidate. It is commonly available as the salt, 

designed for oral or nasal application and as the freebase, which 

is touted as a replacement for crack cocaine, as it apparently can 

smoked/vaporised "crack style“

 Methylbenzylpiperazine is the methylated variant of BZP and the 

effects are best described as MBZP being to methylphenidate 

what BZP is to amphetamine.

https://www.google.ca/url?url=https://www.tumblr.com/search/ethylphenidate&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=kPAWVOeJEYGOyATZyoFQ&ved=0CBsQ9QEwAw&usg=AFQjCNGnb4iHamgsSVitDbGhMb9qjYjW3g
https://www.google.ca/url?url=https://www.tumblr.com/search/ethylphenidate&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=kPAWVOeJEYGOyATZyoFQ&ved=0CBsQ9QEwAw&usg=AFQjCNGnb4iHamgsSVitDbGhMb9qjYjW3g


Schedule 4- Depressants

 Benzodiazepine

Drug Free Kids Canada



Fake lifestyle drugs

 In a review of over 8,000 websites selling prescription drugs, 96% did not comply with 
privacy, security and quality assurance requirements* 

 81% of sites surveyed claiming to sell VIAGRA were selling fakes** 

 Fake VIAGRA bought online has been found to contain unsafe ingredients, such as 
powerful antibiotics, amphetamines, also known as “speed,” and printer ink 



Questions

 Contact DC Auger OCEB- Team 1- Drug Unit 

Prescription fraud

 Chris.auger@opp.ca

 (519)494-1043

mailto:Chris.auger@opp.ca

